
Study Guide: The Colonies Prior to Revolution / The French and Indian War 

1.  Commerce is another term for trade. 

2.  New England colonies were successful because of whaling, commerce, shipbuilding, fishing. 

3. During the colonial period, Conestoga wagons helped move goods around the colonies. 

4.  Agriculture is another term for farming and breeding livestock. 

5.  The Southern Colonies were known for long growing seasons and fertile land. 

6.  The Middle Passage was another term for slave passage across the Atlantic. 

7.  The system of trade across the Atlantic trading slaves, raw materials, and goods was called 

Triangular Trade. 

8. Indentured servants were white Europeans who contracted their labor for a period of time 

to pay off their debts. 

9.  Slave Codes were laws passed in the Southern Colonies to prevent slave rebellions. 

10.  Subsistence farming means farming just enough food to feed your family year to year. 

11. The greatest number of African Slaves were sent to the Southern colonies. 

12. In New England Common Schools served to teach basic skills in reading and writing to 

mostly boys  

13. The French settled in North America along the St. Lawrence River. 

14. The primary commerce the French engaged in was fur trading. 

15. The French formed peaceful treaties called alliances with Native Americans with whom they 

would trade. 

16.  The French looked to move into the Ohio River Valley causing conflict with the British who 

also had plans to settle there. 

17.  An political cartoon drawn by young Ben Franklin encouraged the colonies to unite in 

common cause against the French. 

18.  One important outcome of the French and Indian War was that the British gained control of 

all lands east of the Mississippi. 

19.  Another important outcome of the French and Indian war was that for the time being 

France lost control of all lands in North America.  

20. George Washington gained some fame during the French and Indian war.  This was ironic 

because he lost some key battles at the start of the war. 


